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To. 
THE RIGHT HONORABLE 


THE LORD MAYOR, 


THE HONORABLE 


THE ALDERMEN, 
| AND 
THE GENTLEMEN OF THE COMMON COUNCIL or 
THE CITY OF LONDON. 
— .. — 
GENTLEMEN, 


1 3x6 Permiſſion to > addeath you, and 
to requeſt your Peruſal of the following State- 
ment (as nearly as I can collect, and recollect) 
of what has paſſed concerning a Memorial 
preſented by me to the Gentleman of the 
Court of Sewers for the City of London, in 
January laſt, relating to a Plan firſt intro- 
duced by me into the City of London in 1768, 
for conſtructing the Sewers therein, in a much 
more judicious manner than had thentofore 
been practiſed therein. 

| A2 As 
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As 1 flatter myſelf the Facts and Cir- 
cumſtances in this State of the Matter will 
ſpeak for themſelves, I will not engage your 
Attention by any introductory Comments on 
the Subject, but immediately paſs on to the 
Buſineſs—relyitis on the known Honor of 
this Court, and their conſtant Inclination to 
reward Merit (if they can find any) in a 
Fellow-Citizen. 


My Memorial was delivered in January 
laſt; and, the 27th January, it was read, and 
is as follows: 


& To the Honorable the Commiſſioners of Sewers of the City 
/ London, and Liberties thereof. 


« THE MEMORIAL OF STEVENS TOTTON, 


CITIZEN AND MERCER, OF LONDON; 


* By which he humbly repreſents, 
„ THar, long before the Years 1766 and 1767, 
as well as in theſe Years, and ever fince, his Reſidence 
has been chiefly in the Liberty of Norton Falgate, in 
the County of Middleſex, and North of the City of 
London, it being the place of his in, in or about 
the Year 1724. | 

* THAT, in an early Period before 1766, your Me- 


morialiſt well remember every Ferſon in Spital Square, 
in 


© 0 


in the Liberty of Norton Falgate, greatly inconvenien- | 
ced by the Springs in the Liberty, inſomuch that in hig 

late Father's Houſe there, the Water from theſe Springs 

uſed to be Three or Four Feet deep in the Cellars; and 

the Servants uſed to be obliged to punt themſelves along 

in a Waſhing-tub, from the Cellar Stairs to the Beer 

Barrels, to draw Beer daily for the Uſe of the Family 

and your Memorialiſt was the Perſon conſtantly em- | 
ployed, in his Youth, to go in like Manner to his Fa- 
ther's Liquor Cellars (which were in the ſame ſituation 

with the Beer Cellar), to fetch what was requiſite for the 

Uſe of him and his Friends. 

« THAT this was then the Method which the chief 
of the Inhabitants in the Liberty alſo purſued, to get at 
any Thing in their Cellars; at the ſame Time living in 
the Stench of Bilge Water, which rendered their Situa- 
tions not only unwholeſome, but very prejudicial to their 
Healths. | ; 

« And this was alſo the Caſe with many of the In- 
habitants in Biſhopſgate-Street, and, as your Memo- 
rialiſt has the ſtrongeſt Reaſons to believe, with many 
Inhabitants throughout the City, from himſelf being, 
on his occaſional Returns to his Houſe early and late, 
nearly ſuffocated with the Stench of the Water pumping 
or pailing up, in almoſt every Street, from the Cellars 
therein. 8 
Tr your Memorialiſt never had, nor ever could 
have, any private Views for his own particular Relief, 
becauſe the Houſe your Memorialiſt now lives in, and 
has lived in Thirty-ſeven Years, happens to ſtand higher 
than the reſt, of the Houſes in the Liberty by Five Feet, 
and there never was the leaſt Appearance of Water 

therein, 
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therein, ſave in the Aſh-hole of a Fire Place in his Kit- 

chen under Ground, till it had riſen Four Feet and up- 

wards in his Neighbour's Cellars ; which Appearance 
might happen to your Memorialiſt once in a Year, or 

thereabouts. | | 55 

« Thar your Memorialiſt acquiring, during the 
above Period, and before 1766, great Eſteem among 
the Inhabitants of Biſhopſgate Pariſh, and many others, 

From he knows not what Cauſe, unleſs from a very ſin- 

cere Inclination to be of Uſe to em in particular, as 

well as to his Fel/ow-Citizens in general; he was often 
applied to by them, to deviſe ſome Means (if poſſible) 
for Relief from the great Inconveniences they ſuffered, 
and Injuries they ſuſtained, from the Springs in Biſhopſ- 
gate-Street, as well as in the Liberty, filling their Cel- 
lars and lower Apartments with Water, for which Wa- 
ter there was no Drain or Sewer of ſufficient Depth to 
carry off the ſame, there being no Sewer at all, at that 
time, in Biſhopſgate-Street, from Spital-Square to Bi- 
ſhopſgate Church, and the Drains or Sewers then in 

Uſe being level and fallow, and not deep enough by 

Five Feet and upwards to anſwer the Purpoſe of carry 

ing off the Water ariſing from theſe Springs. 

Tr your Memorialiſt, at the Requeſt of the In- 

habitants of Biſhopſgate Pariſh, as well as the Liberty, 

taking theſe Matters ſeriouſly into his Conſideration, 
projected, That, 

Ir a BOLD DEEP SEWER was made in Biſhopſyate- 
Street, the Bottom of which ſhould be below the 
Bed of the Cellars of the Houſes in that Street, 

as alſo of thoſe in the Liberty, it would have the 
deſired Effect. 


t And 
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4 And FURTHER, That, | 
« Ir ſuch Sewers (throughout the City) were e 
at Bottom in the Nature of a reverſe Arch, the ſame 
would be of the greateſt Utility, and a very great 
Saving annually AxlsE to the City therefrom ; as 
itis well known, Sewers conſtructed in this Man- 
ner do not want Cleanſing for 30 or 40 Years— 
The ſame would anſwer very many uſeful and be- 
neficial Purpoſes, not only to the Perſons who 
were then the immediate Objects of Commiſera- 
tion and Pity, but alſo to the City and Citizens 
at large. 

« AND thoſe Inhabitants in . determined 

to lay this Scheme before your Court And 
« In Furtherance of this Scheme, and that the whole 
City might reap the Benefit of the ſame, your Memo- 
rialiſt (attended by many Gentlemen of Biſhopſgate Pa- 
riſh and the Liberty) had the Honor of preſenting this 
Scheme to the Court of Commiſſioners of Sewers, when 


Mr. Deputy ELLIs, late of Cornhill, was in the Chair 
And in Conſequence it has ſince been univerſally adopt- 


ed throughout the City, as well as in many other Places 


in the Kingdom, to the very great Benefit, Convenience 


and Comfort of Thouſands of its Inhabitants. 
* Your Memorialiſt begs Permiſſion further to ob- 


ſerve, That not only the Inhabitants of your City, by 


this projected Plan of his, and of him alone, being now 


carried into Execution completely, are rendered com- 
fortable in their Habitations, having wholeſome Dwell- 


ings, free from the former Stench of Bilge Water there- 
in, and the Filth collected in level Drains and ſhallow 
Sewers, which continually wanted emptyingandcleanfing 
| (ever 
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lever a very great Inconvenience to many of the Inha- 
bitants) hut the whole City is become the Admiration of 


all Foreigners, from its Sweetneſs, Cleanlineſs, and 
Healthineſs. 

« Your Memorialiſt begs Leave farther ſhortly to 
obſerve, that the beneficial Part of this Project does not 
ariſe merely from having deep Sewers (for Mat any one 
might have deviſed) but from the Thought of forming 
them at the Bottom in the Nature of an Arch reverſed— 


as, thereby, THEY CLEANSE THEMSELVES, and the 
_ Rronger the Current of Spring and other Waters through 
them, the cleaner they are kept, and without the great 
Expence and Inconvenience heretofore experienced; 


which was never practiſed in the City till your Memo- 
rialiſt introduced the ſame. 

« Your Memorialiſt flatters himſelf, that his origi- 
nal Paper, entitled © Reaſons and Obſervations, &c.“ 


Printed in 1768 (a Copy of which is hereto annexed, 
and he is ready to produce the Original) and delivered 


long before that Period to many of the then Com- 
miſſioners, will be admitted a ſufficient Proof of his 


being the firſt Propoſer of this Plan. 


„ THAT, until this Plan was fully carried into Exe- 
cution, the Amount of the Saving yearly to the City 
could no Way be found out, or any Way aſcertained 


_ decidedly; and confequently no Valuation of the Be- 


nefitsreſutting to the City from adopting this Plan could 


R 


of procraſtinating this Application to the preſent Time, 


though he has never loſt Sight of his Intention to apply 


at the proper Time. 
* 
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40 « Hy now ſubmirs the Matter entitely to tlie Con: 
_ © fideration of your Court, and humbly hopes your 
kind Attention, and that you will reward him 
with what ſhall be thought proper, as a Remem- 
brance of this very beneficial Plan, as in your 


Bounty you ſhall think your Memorialiſt merits 
from his Fellow-Citizens, and the reſt of the In- 


| habitants of this firſt City in the Univerſe, 25 


well as this: e at large. 


Tu Paper referred to, as annexed to 


this Memorial, is as follows: . 
OY 


1768. | 
« REASONS and OBSERVATIONS offered to the 


impartial Confideration of the Inhabitants of Biſnopſ- 


gate Pari/h, and Norton Falgate Liberty; ſerving 
to evince the Propriety and Utility of having a Sewer 

through the Middle of Bilhopſgate-Street in that 

Pariſh, to fall into the Sewer that runs acroſs that 
Street, at the South End thereof, and to have Com- 

munication at the North End thereof, with a Sewer 
to be made in Norton Falgate ; and alſo ſhing the 
Utility of paving the High-Street in Norton Fal- 
gate, for the Convenience of theſe Places in Swamy 
and the Public in general. 


« Fo want of a proper Sewer in Biſhopſgate-Street, in 
Bifhopſgate Pariſh, the Cellars, and other low Apartments: 
of many of the Houſes, are very often (for Months, if 


not continually) laid under — by the Land Waters, 
| B | and 
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and the Waters which run from the upper Part of the 


Street, near the Church, to the Gully Hole, near the 
lower Part of the ſame Street. 

« Tas like Inconvenience ariſes in the Liberty, for 
want of a proper Sewer there. 

« FROM the very great Quantity of Water that a 
lects itſelf in the Sewerin Long-Alley near Meorfields, (from 
three narrow and ſhallow Sewers, viz. one in Biſſiapſ- 
gate-Street near Angel-Alley, another in Norton Falgate, 
and the other called the County Sewer) the Sewer in 
Long-Alley is continually bulging and blowing up, to the 
great Annoyance and Prejudice of the Inhabitants and 


Owners of the Houſes there, their Property being ſome- 


times waſhed away, or otherwiſe deſtroyed and damaged. 

% THAr the Water which runs from Biſſopſ gate Church, 
or near it, towards the North End of Biſtopſgate-Street, 
makes an unneceſſary Circuit of a Mile, by many Wind- 
1ngs and Turnings through the Places above mentioned, 
and then makes its way acroſs Moor fields to Bethlehem 
Gate, then under that Building to the Thames by the 
Falbrook Shore. 

« Tre Pariſhioners aggrieved, as well as others, in the 
Pariſh, PIR sT applied to the Inhabitants of the Liberty 
(knowing they. wanted a Sewer) who readily ſaid, they 
would join them in procuring the Act, to fave Expence, 
and at the ſame Time would include therein the new 
paving the High-Street in the Liberty, at their own Ex- 
pence, for the public Benefit.—The digging deep enough 
in the Pariſh to anſwer the Purpoſe of the Liberty, then 
came on the Carpet; and the extra Expence of ſo doing, 
was alſo readily agreed ſhould be paid /o/zly by the Liberty, 
though the Pariſh was to reap a great Benefit therefrom. 

« THAr, 
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<« Trar, to remedy the above Inconveniences, all the 
Inhabitants of the Liberty, and many of the Inhabitants 
of Bihopſgate Pariſh, propoſe (with the Leave and Con- 
ſent of the Commiſſioners of Sewers for the City of Lon- 
don, which they intend duly to requeſt) to apply to Par- 
liament, for Leave to raiſe a Sum of Money, on An- 
nuities for Lives, ſufficient to complete the two Sewers 
and Pavement above propoſed ; which Annuities, it has 
been calculated, may be paid regularly by an eaſy 
Pound Rate on the Rents of the Eſtates in the Pariſh 
and Liberty, {each bearing its own Proportion of, and to be 
diſtinctly taxed towards the Expence) and ſuch Tax to be 
charged on Landlord and Tenant, according to their re- 
ſpective Intereſts ; but not to include, in ſuch Rate or 
Tax, any Inhabitant whoſe Water ſhall not run to the 
intended Sewers. 

«© Tre Expence to the Pariſh will, according to the 
faireſt Calculation, fall ſhort of C. 2000, which will not 
require a Rate of above 3d. in the Pound to the Tenant, 
(and the like to the Landlord, and that for a ſhort Time) 
on the Rents of thoſe Houſes only in the Pariſh, and elſewhere, 
whoſe Water will run into the intended Sewer there. 

„N. B. 7his Expence will be more or leſs, according to 

the Number of Inhabitants in and about Broad-Street 
and Old Bethlehem why chooſe to join the Inhabi- 
tants of the Liberty. 

* THE Expence of paving and 0 the Sewer in 
the Liberty, will fall ſhort of . 3000; but there it will 
require a Rate of 15. 44 in the Pound (to the Land- 
ford and Tenant, according to their Intereſts, and for a 
Time only) on the Rents of the Houſes in the Liberty 
whoſe Water will run into the intended Sewer there. 
0 B2 « Ir 
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« TT is not, nor ever was intended, that the Pariſh 
ſhould pay for the Liberty, or the Liberty for the 
Pariſh; but each Fund is to be kept diſtin, and diſ- 
tinctly applied. 

* INSTEAD of much dirty Water, it will be chiefly, a 
clear Spring Water that will run from the Liberty; cleans- 


ing the Sewer the more, the greater Quantity there 1s 


runs through it. 

_ «© Many of the Inhabltants.of the Pariſh, who ſome 
time fince oppoſed this uſeful Scheme, have not any 
thing to do with this Affair, though Pariſhioners, be- 
cauſe their Water runs other Ways. 

Arx the North End of the Street, the Sewer will be 
from 11 to 12 Feet deep; in the Middle of the Street, 
between both Extremes, from 15 to 17 Feet deep; at 
the South End, near 20 Feet deep—which is more than 
ſufficient to drain away all the Water complained of. 

THE PLAN for the Sewer is this: | 
„The Sewer which runs acroſs Biſhop/rate-Strtet, near 
the Church-yard, at the South End thereof, is twenty 

Feet deep; and it is well known that there is a Strata or 


Vein of Gravel about eight Feet from the Surface of 


the Ground in Byhopſgate-Street, and three Feet in 
depth, or more. The twenty Feet in depth will ad- 
mit of the new Sewer being twelve Feet deep at the 


North End thereof next the Liberty, and allow of a 


very ſtrong Current of Water in the intermediate Space, 
as ĩt will of courſe be deeper and deeper till it comes to the 
South End of the Street. Proper Drains into the Sewer, 
and Grates over the ſame, at convenient Diſtances, are 
propoſed to be made on each Side of the Street, as well 
as Port Holes or Openings in the Sides of the Sewer, 

about 


(15) 
about three or four Feet from the Bed of it, to have 
Communication with the gravelly Soil, which will pro- 
perly receive and convey all the Water, from the Sur- 
face as well as from the Land Springs, from every 
one now annoyed therewith, It is alfo propoſed 7g 
barrel the Drains, or make them in the Form of an Arch 
reverſed, to prevent any Lodgment of Dirt therein, 
which has ſo good an Effect in general, that Drains 
thus conſtructed, it it well known, do not want empty- 
ing for thirty or forty Years. And it is in this Caſe 
moſt likely to have that Effect, as a vaſt Quantity of 
Land and Spring Water, as well as other Water, will be 
conſtantly running through the Sewer, cleanſing the more, 
the greater Quantity of Water runs through the ſame. 
I has been objected, that, to anſwer the Purpoſes 
of the Inhabitants of Bi/hop/cate-Street, the Sewer there 
necd not be dug above eight or nine Feet deep. 
To this the Inhabitants of the Liberty anſwer, that, 
taking it for granted for a Moment that this eight or 
nine Feet in depth would be ſufficient in Biſtopſgate- Street 
{which is not admitted) yet the Houſes and Cellars in 
the Liberty lay ſo much lower than thofe in Biſhopſpate- 
| Street, that the Sewer at the North End of Biſtopſgate. 
Street muſt be at leaſt twelve Feet deep, to be of Service 
to the Inhabitants of the Liberty. AND THEREFORE 
they propoſe and agree to be at the extra Expence 
of digging, in Bi/hop/gate-Street, the Number of Feet 
particularly neceſſary on their Account Which extra 
Depth will be a Means of every one in Br/hopſo 
gate-Street enjoying good dry Kitchens and other Offices 
under Ground, free from the Stench they now live in: 
For, this extra Depth of three oz four Feet will lay 
the 
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the Bed of the Sewer ſo much below the Foundation 

of the Houſes in Biſſopſgate- Street, that by means 

of the Drains and Port Holes above mentioned, no 

Land or other Waters can ever riſe or remain in the 
_ Cellars therein; which at once ſhews the Utility of the 

whole Scheme.—So THAT, in Fact, the Liberty, at its 
vi oo Expence, is deſiring Permiſſion of the Parith to do 
them a Service; for it is the Opinion of good Judges, 
| that a Sewer eight or nine Feet deep would not anſwer | 
| i the Expectations of the Pariſh. 
f | « In this Affair, Care will be taken that there ſhall 
[f be ſufficient Room for Carriages to paſs and repaſs, dur- 
1 ing the Time the Sewer in Bi/hop/pate-Street is making; 
and that neither the Ways nor Trade ſhall be in the 
k 


leaſt obſtructed or interrupted : For it is propoſed not 
to dig more than twenty Yards in length, and about two 

{| in width, at a time—to have a Frame the ſame length 
| boarded, that no Dirt be thrown out on either ſide that 
| Stand Carts be provided at the End, to carry away 
immediately the Dirt dug out of the firſt twenty Yards, 
When twenty Yards of the Sewer are completed, then, 
to move the Stand twenty Yards further, and throw 
in the Dirt dug out of the ſecond twenty Yards on the 
Sewer made in the firſt twenty Yards ; and if any exceſs, 
to cart it away immediately as before; and thus to pro- 

ceed throughout the Work, 

Tuts Scheme is not meant, on the Part of the "i 

| Poſers, to be carried into execution haſtily, or without 
being firſt, every Way, fully confidered, and every 
ſuggeſted Inconvenience provided againſt, as far as Hu- 
man Foreſight will allow. Nor, on the Part of others, 
ſhould it be- oppoſed haſtily, or treated lightly or wan- 
tonly, 
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tonly, but weighed coolly, deliberately and diſpaſſion- 
ately. 

« Taz Oppoſers ſhould .confi der, that, fron their 

Convenience, the Propoſer's Sufferings chiefly ariſe— 
Conſequently, how ungenerous and unneighbourly it 
would be, in this Caſe, for any one to ſay, he will op- 
poſe the Scheme, becauſe he may perhaps reap little or no 
Benefit from it. Such ſhould refle&, that the Benefit of 
Individuals, is the Good of the Whole: And let the 
Oppoſers, even in Idea only, change their Situation for 
a Moment, and they will EY change their 
Opinions. 
Tux Propoſers, being deſirous that the Application 
to Parliament ſhould be the unanimous Concurrence of 
the Pariſh and Liberty, wiſh to meet a Committee of 
the Gentlemen in the Oppoſition, with ſome good Sur- 
veyor of their own Choice, and to enter into a fair and 
candid Diſcuſſion of the Matter; having no View of 
amuſing or trifling with them, or the Affair. They 
therefore deſire their Oppoſers to act with the Candour 
they wiſh to meet with in the Propoſers, and to appoint 
a Meeting, to lay, by their Committee, before the Pro- 
poſers, every Objection, that it may be removed before 
the intended Application to Parliament, in order to give 
as little Trouble as poſſible to the Honorable Houle of 
Commons, as well as to the | Oppoſers.” 


(25 5 

A Motion was then made by a wotthy 
Member of the Court, at my Requeſt, to refer 
the Memorial to a Committee: : but this wðas 
then rejected; and a Determination 1eemed | 
to prevail, not to attend much to the Buſineſs 
of the Memorial, becauſe Application had 
not been made at a more carly Period. 


Tura, and various othas acute 
hinted at and thr own out at different Times, 
made it neceſſary for me, in Hopes further 


to. elucidate the Matter, to addreſs the fol- 
lowing Letter to ſome Gentlemen of a Select 
Committee of Sewers, at a r the 30th 


of J anuary : 


* 


4 Sehr L EIER, 


. T beg Permiſſion to obſerve, that | in all Corpora- 


tions and Societies, either Public or Private Matters, 


laid before the collective Body of their Members meet- 
ing to'diſcufs the fame, cannot be ſo ſatisfactorily ex- 
plained to, or underſtood by them (ſufficient Time ne- 
ver, from Impoſlibility, being allowed for a full neceſ- 
ſary Diſcuſſion), as if ſuch Matters were referred to a ſe- 
le& Committee of any ſmall given Number of ſuch 
collective Body. I have therefore to lament, that the 
Motion made (when I attended your Court on Tueſday 
laſt, and my Memorial was in ſome degree, but, with 

| | Sub- 


En 


Submiſſion; not t fully taken into Conſideration, for I 
was deſired to withdraw) was not attended to, becauſe 
I had many Things to ſay in Support of my Application; ? 
but concluding, from my being defired to withdraw, 
that J had alledged ſufficient (without more ſaying). to 
induce the Court to comply with my Requeſt, and I no 
way giving, or wiſhing to give Offence to the Court, 
readily withdrew, and, I hope, i in a reſpectful Manner. 

« Axp, therefore, grievous it is to ſay, that I was on 
that Day afterwards greatly hurt by the then preſent 
ſeeming Determination not to grant my Requeſt. . 
Fou will no doubt remember, Gentlemen, that I 
then requeſted to be informed of the Grounds on which 
my Application had been e W alas! theſe could 
not be obtained. 3 . 

] was therefore to retire, full of Curtis that the 
Requeſt in my Memorial was not readily complied with, 
conſcious of my own Integrity on the Occaſion,” and of 
not laying before your Court, in my Memorial, any 
Thing which I could not maintain, ſupport, or e 
by incontrovertible Proofs. Fete p 

« 88 Conſequence i is, Gentlemen, that not having 
been favored with the Grounds, which ſeemed at that 
time to put a temporary Negative or throw cold Water | 
on my Application, I am left entirely to conjecture what 
could have been ſurmiſed in the Court, that ſhould be 
the Occaſion of even ſuch a temporary Negative—l ſay 
temporary, becauſe I ſtill hope tho Matter will have a 
fuller Diſcuſſion. : 

« You muſt ſee, Gentlemen, that I am now left t to 
Rate, from Conjecture, every thing that paſſed in the 
Court, and to give my Anſwers to all ſuch Conjectures 
1 G | as 
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as decidedly as the Nature of the Affair will admit of 
but before I enter on the ſame, I muſt ſay I fear this 
Affair has been greatly miſtaken, miſrepreſented (tho? 
without deſign), miſunderſtood, or miſconceived. 

TEE Conjectures, as they occur to me, may be as 
hereunder; and my Anſwers thereto, or Obſeryations 
thereon, follow each Conjecture. 


| 1 


4 FIRST CONJECTURE. 


« Mk. Hart, one of your W Officers, ſaid 
thus to me: | 

« don't believe that either Mr. WYATT or you 

&« were the firft Projectors of this Plan. For it 

“ is very well known that the Romans built on 

«© reverſe Arches, and uſed, for the Convenience 

% of Paſſengers paſling and repaſſing, to cover the 

« Ditches® round Towns with Arches; and ſome 

„% Hoſpitals have been built within theſe 50 

„ Years, where the Sewers or Drains were made 
at Bottom on Arches reverſed.” 


i And this he might perhaps ſuggeſt to the Court. 


Mx Anſwer thereto is this: 
| — Tux Romans might build as he ſuggeſts; and it is 
within my own Knowledge, from reading, and what ! 
have been ſhewn by a moſt reſpectable Character, that 
the Gates in the Walls round London, built by the 
Romans, and particularly in the Place now called 
London Wall, are built on Arches reverſed ; but he 
never mentioned any one Inftance where the Romans 
made a ſingle Server for Water to run through Arches re- 
verſed. 
80 1 I 


This was talking of a Thing totally the Reverſe of an Arch reverſed 


N J acted? 
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„ Nor has he mentioned any one Hoſpital that he 
ſays has been built within 50 Years, where any Sewer 
has been 7 or formed on a reverſe Arch at Bottom. 
"OM what I aboye conjecture he may have men- 
tioned, is is aki to the Purpoſe on the preſent Occa- 
fion, even if Yie could prove what he aſſerts, which J will 


ſuppoſe for a Moment he can, though I am ignorant of 


any ſuch Scheme ever being carried into Execution, 
either by the Romans, or the Governors or Truſtees of 
any Hoſpital. 

*] ſay, what he fo may have mentioned is nothing to the 


Purpoſe, or ought to leſſen my Conſequence with my 


Fellow-Citizens, or their Confidence in me. 
„ BecaAvusE, I ſubmit that it is only neceſſary for me 
to ſhew, that I was the firſt Perſon that introduced into the 
City this Plan of barrelling the Sewers at Bottom ; and that 
it was not at all material or of Conſequence (to put aſide 
my Requeſt in the preſent Caſe) even if it could be proved, 
that the Plan exiſted at the time of the Building of 
Noah's Ark, to make proper Sewers barrelled at Bot- 
tom, or formed on reverſed Arches. 

„% AGAIN, if any Gentleman, longer concerned about 
the Sewers than I have been, knew, for Years, or any 
given Moment before I mentioned it, that this Plan had 
been ever practiſed, why hide his Talent in a Napkin, 
and not communicate, with Eagerneſs, this very uſeful 


Piece of Knowledge to the City ? 


©. SECOND CONJECTURE, X 
„Some Streſs may have been laid, and ſome Ob- 
ſervations made, on the Anſwer I gave to the Queſtion 
a Gentleman in the Court put to me, In what Capacity 
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> 


« My Anſwer was, if I remember right, that I was 


appointed Secretary to the Gentlemen of the Liberty, 


and that I was paid like a Porter. 


% My forther Anſwer to this ſecond Conjecture is, 


„ Tls Matter was taken up by me at the Requeſt 


of the Inhabitants of Biſhopſgate- Street and Norton 


Falgate, unſolicited by me, but humanely attended to 


(if I may be allowed the Expreſſion) from the Conſider- 
ation of the Diſtreſſes and Inconveniences of the In- 
habitants of theſe Places, and alſo of Long-Alley, where 
T was an Eye-Witneſs to the Water being up to the 


Bedſteads on which they lay, many of them with their 


Children in Sickneſs, Want, and the utmoſt Miſery ; 


but from which Calamity, from the Water, they are 


comfortably relieved by my Plan. 


Ap in this Buſineſs I laboured inceſſantly, de Die 


in Diem, from October 1766, or thereabouts, to March 


1771, when Mr. NucENT gave his Opinion (which I 
have ready to produce) that Biſhopſgate Pariſh and the 


Liberty had better lay by, till the City got their Act 
(then before the Houſe of Commons) paſſed, viz. 11th 


GORE III. 
« AnD you, yourſelves, Gentlemen, will judge 
whether. I could have any other Views than of doing 


good, as I only received . 60 from about 60 Inhabi- 


tants, INCLUDING MY OWN SUBSCRIPTION, for my At- 
tention for the above Space of Time, about four Years 
and a half (to the Neglect of many other Concerns) 
WHEREAS other profeſſional Men would have had a 


Right to cry £- 55 at leaſt, for libe unremitting, La- 
- bours. * 


« hn 


By this it plainly appears, I facrificed Three or Four Hundred Pounds. 


(21) 
„ THIRD CONJECTURE. 


„Ir may have been ſurmiſed (but I have not any 
| thing to lead me to this but Conjecture) that J have aſ- 
| ſerted in my Paper, printed November 1768, that the 
Sewers bave been barrelled and conſtrued, in the Man- 
mer I have mentioned iu that Paper, for 30 or 40 Years. 


„Mx Anſwer to this third Conjecture is, 


„ Tyar I folemnly declare I never knew that this 
Scheme was ever practiied, or even ſuppoſed to be 
practiſed, from the Creation of the World, until laſt 
Tueſday ſc'nnight, when I had the Saying of a very 
reſpectable Gentleman high in your Office, that the 
building on reverſe Arches had been ſo practiſed in 
the time of the Romans, and building of Sewers on re- 
verſe Arches had been priftiſed in ſome Hoſpitals in 
England; hut without his mentioning any one Inſtance 
where it had been ſo practiſed. Such Aſſertion, there- 
fore, of his, muſt be conſidered as altogether of no Con- 
Tequence, not having any Proof to ſupport it; and is alſo 
immaterial in the Caſe before us, even if there was 
Proof of it, as I have mentioned in my Anſwer to the 
tirſt Conjecture. | 
« Bur Idefire to be underſtood, that my Paper, print- 
ed in 1768, does nat, I believe, contain the Aſſertion al- 
luded to in this third Conjecturg. For J only ſay therein, 
that Sewers conſtructed in that Manner (meaning the 
barrelling the ſame) do not want cleanſing for 30 or 
40 Years. *Tis true, there are therein the words © well 
known ;” but I remember the Reaſon thoſe Words were 
ſubſtituted inſtead of ** it was conjectured, which might 
have been the moſt proper Expreſſion; but the Word 
« known,” I conceived, wad more forgibly firike eyery 
| one, 
4 
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one, that the Plan in ſuch Caſe would be, as it really 
has turned out, a moſt beneficial one. | 


© FOURTH CONJECTURE. 
Ir may have been ſurmiſed or ſuggeſted, that I 


| ſhould have applied ſooner for the Remembrance for 
the great beneficial Saving to the City trom this Plan. 


„ My Anſwer to this fourth Conjecture is, 


* THERE is a Paragraph in my Memorial (towards 
the latter end of it), which I apprehended anſwered this 
Conjecture. But to this I will now beg leave to add, 
or rather aſk, the Queſtions, Whether, when any 
Scheme is adopted, any one on Earth can judge of the 
univerſal Benefit ariſing theretrom, till the whole is com- 
pleted, or nearly completed? And, from this Circum- 
ſtance, how it was poſſible or proper, or could have been 
judicious, to apply much ſooner than J have done, ta 
ſhew this great Saving annually to the City from this 
Scheme of mine? (for I think I may truly fay, that 24 
one introduced this Plan into the City except myſelf.) And 


ſuppoſing even for a Moment, that it originated with 


the Romans, Danes, Saxons, Gauls, or auy other In- 
vaders of our Nation; yet ſtill, although it might lay 
dormant 1000 Years, if the thought was revived by me, 
and the City, from my unremitting Perſeverance for four 
or five Years, at length adopted the Idea, and took 
theſe Meaſures accordingly in 1771, or 11th GeorGe III. 
when the laſt Act of Parliament concerning the Sewers 
paſſed, which I have read throughout, and ſeems com- 
petent for every Purpoſe, e 

Then I flatter myſelf with having the Merit of ſuch 
Revival, and with the Idea 1 ſame Notice from the City 
in r N 


464 
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10 I beg Leave to add further, that it was ever al- 


leged by me to every Member of the Corporation of 
London, concerned in the Welfare of the City, and in 
this Buſineſs of the Sewers therein, whom I could get 


an Audience of, 
„And I made a point of ſeeing, I believe, every 


one, for four Years and a half, viz, from October 


1766, or thereabouts, to March 1171, when Mr. 
NuGENT gave his Advice to the Inhabitants of 
Biſhopſgate-Street and Norton Falgate not to 

ſtir, pending the City's then (1991) Application 

to Parliament for a general Act to enlarge their 
Powers as to the Sewers in the City and Suburbs, 

as well as to paving, cleanſing, and lighting 

the ſame, and to removing the Poſts, Signs, and 

other Annoyances therein, which ſeems to me 

as complete an Act as could be penned for every 

| Purpoſe thereby intended] 

That the more they conſidered the Matter, the more 
they would be convinced of the great Utility and Bene- 
fit which would ariſe to the City from adopting my 


Plan; and if they did not, immediately, or in the firſt 


Year, ſee the Advantages that would reſult to the City 
therefrom, they would in the ſecond Year; and if not 
in the ſecond Year, in the third Year; and fo on. 
For, that I was determined to perſevere till it was 
ADoPTED—Mmyſelf being fully perſuaded, that, if once 
this grand Plan was taken up and purſued (by my un- 
remitted Application to them for four Years and a half, 
overcoming their Diſinclination to purſue the ſame), the 
Benefit therefrom to the City would be beyond any 
precedent Meaſure or Example. 


6 Aw 


te Axp I well remember one great declartd Difinclin= 
ation was, that the Pavement in Biſhopſgate- Street being 
then laid according to the new Mode of paving, breaking 
the Foints as in Bricit-workt (HH Mop, I CAN PROVE, 
ALSO ORIGINATED WITH ME) they did not chooſe to diſ- 
turb or break up that much admired Pavement. 
<« IT has been ſuggeſted, that a Sewer was making in 
Bifhopſgate- Street according to my Plan, before I ſuggeſted 
that Plan; but I muſt beg Permiſſion, at the ſame Time 
with proper Submiſſion and Delicacy, to deny that Sug- 
geſtion, and to aſſert, that ſuch Sewer was never begun or 
attempted to be made till after I had publiſhed and deli- 
vered every Perſon concerned, my Paper intitled * Rea-. 
fons and Obſervations, &c.“ and printed Nov. 24, 1768. 
% AND indeed the Diſinclination, for the Reaſon above 
mentioned, to purſue my Plan, ſeems an inconteſtable 
Proof that no ſuch Sewer was making before I ſuggeſted it. 
THE City wight, for ought I know, have ſome 
InTENTION of making a fallow Sewer,* eight or nine 
Feet deep from the Surface of the Earth, (which would 
not have anſwered any of the beneficial Purpoſes pro- 
poſed by my Scheme.) But I never heard of any ſuch 
eight or nine Feet Sewer being ever either begun or procced- 
ed in; and, in ſhort, I am confident it will turn out, that 
the Pavement was laid in Biſhopſgate-Street before any Sewer 
was begun, or attemptes, or proceeded in, under that Pave- 
ment—The Water running (till, I believe, 1777, when 
the deep Sewer was begun in Biſfiopſgate- Street, and the 
digging the extra Depth of five Feet and upwards, paid for 
by the Liberty, according to their Undertaking, in my 
printed Paper, in November 1768) on each ſide of the 


Street from Biſhopſgate Church, in the 1 two Channels on 
the 
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(25) 
the Sides of the Street, on the Surface of the Ground 
there, till it came to the Grates (on each fide the Street) 
which had Communication with the Gully Hole (railed 
in) in the middle ofthe Street, into which Gully Hole 
there was a third Channel in the Middle of the Street from 
Biſhopſgate Church, conveying the Water from the 
Middle of the Street into this Gully Hole, and from 
thence down Angel-Alley, nearly oppoſite to the Weſt 
Side of the Gully Hole, which is the Reaſon this Sewer 
has always been called Angel-Alley Sewer. 

© THERE is, or will be, I believe, a further Proof (if 
any can be deemed neceflary), confirming the Uſeful- 
neſs of my Plan: For I apprehendthe Sewer near Black- 
Friars not being barrelled at Bottom, it will be continu- 
ally ſinking, bulging, and blowing up; and, by the con- 
tinual Neceſſity to cleanſe and repair the ſame, be a 
conſtant. Nuiſance to the RY and ue Ex- 


pence to the City. 


Maxvother things might paſs i in the Court on Toe. 
day laſt ; but as I am unacquainted with what paſſed 
(from I know not what untoward circumſtances, it being, 
I believe, generally allowed in Courts of Juſtice that 
a Party ſhould have a Liberty of replying) I cannot 
give any further Anſwer than I have done to what I 
think might have paſſed, Which I believe you will allow 
as a ſufficient Apology for my not ſaying more at pre- 
ſent, than that I am, with Reſpect, 


6 GENTLEMEN, 
Vour moſt obedient Servant, 


« STEVENS TOTTON. 


* 29th January, 1795. 
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« p. S. Ir L had applied Vears ago, I ſubmit that you, 
Gentlemen, might have juſtly anſwered me thus: 


« You apply too ſoon, Sir; for, as yet, we do not 
„% know the Magnitude of the Benefit the 


„City will receive—conſequently, how at ay 


“ preſent we can ſufficiently reward you.“ 


J attended two Hours, and at length was 


told the Buſineſs could not be taken up by 


that Committee, but that I might preſent the 
Letter at the next General Court of Sewers. 


I attended the 3d, and again the 10th of 


February, when my Letter of 29th January 


was read, and a Select Committee, I believe, 
was then appointed. 

On the 23d, I waited upon this Select 
Committee; and being called in, I pro- 
duced to them my original Paper above 
ſtated, dated 20th November, 1768, intitled 


4 Reaſons and Obſervations, &c.” and In- 


ſtructions to the Printer for a Proof-ſheet, &c. 
and alſo the Printer's Bill, ſtating the Times 
when he ſtruck off 2500 of them (and to one 
of the Court the Printer was known.) And 
I requeſted to know of the Committee, if they 


required any further Proof of the Matter in 
the 


(27) 


the Memorial? And the Anſwer was, as near 

as I can remember, No; we are fatisfied 

„with what you have laid before us; aſking 

at the ſame time for a Paper which I had read 

to the Gentlemen preſent at the Committee 
the 10th February. Not finding the fame 
among the Papers I had with me, I was aſked, 
1 could, from Memory, ſtate the Purport 
of it I immediately wrote it down ; and it 
was to this Effect: = ae 


« I do not wiſh to raiſe the Reward to a 
proportional Equality with the Mag- 
* nitude of the Benefit, but only to have 

ſome liberal Notice on my Sideboard, 

« that I have been marked by my Fel- 
« low-Citizens as a Man worthy of 
their particular Attention for pecu- 
* liar Services rendered them— which 
* would be much more ſatisfactory to 
eme than any pecuniary Recompenſe 
their Bounty might be inclined to be- 
* ſtow, ſhould the Sum be ever ſo great.” 


I then produced all the W concerning 
the Sewers which had paſſed between me and 
others in 1768, &c. and declared ang fel ready 

D 2 to 


(28) 
to read them - and the Chairman's Anſwer 
was, | 
There could not be any Occaſion ; they 
„ were ſatisfied.” 
Or to this effect; and I was deſired to with- 
draw. 


The reſt of this Month, and all March 


and April, was loſt to me in writing many 


Letters, and in continual, but froitleſs Ap- 
plications to, and Attendances on very many 
of the Commiſſioners of Sewers, and all of 
this Select Committee individually, to diſ- 
cover, if poſſible, when a Report was to be 
made, and was made, and to know the Sub- 
ſtance of it, and to procure a Copy of the 
ſame. | 


Three of theſe Letters I beg here to ſtate, 


TO THE GENTLEMEN OF THE COMMITTEE, 


Tk +. 
« ON returning 1 I found the Paper requeſted by 


the Committee, and which I TY ſent a Copy of 


to Mr, Deputy Leexev. 
“ To elucidate this Matter more, and to prevent 


Things being milconceived, I wiſh to add the following 
Obſerv- 


6 
Obfervation ich I will couch in Language as if the 


fame had been delivered in ſo many Words, Years ago, 
viz. in 1707, 1768, 1769, 1770, and 1771. 


© GENTLEMEN, 
] underſtand you have in Contemplation the great 
__« ]mprovementof the City in many Reſpects, particular- 
ly as to the Sewers. I am a Byſtander merely; but, 
„as a Fellow-Citizen, I wiil give you a Hint that will 
* be of great Service to the Community at large, and be 
a Saving to the City of f. 1200 to f. 2000 a year, if my 
Plan 1>purſued, Rut then | expect a reaſonable Com- 


“ penſation.“ 


© HOWEVER, eager to accompliſh my Wiſhes and Pur- 
poſes, inſtead of waiting for an Agreement to be com- 
penſated, 1 d:vulged, not doubting of future Recompenſe, 
conlidering the Opulence of the City, and the Honor- 
able Members of which this Court of Sewers is always 
compoſed. 

„Ax D I would beg Permiſſion to repeat, that every 
Thing done fince 176768, is in Conſequence of the 
Flan which originated with me in or before thoſe years ; 
and the Ground on which I apply is not as having been em- 
ployed by your Court, as your worthy Chairman hinted 
(for I never had the Honor of ſuch Employ, as I told the 
Chairman) but as being the Byſtander, and as being the 
firſt Perſon propoſing, in 1767 or 1968, this uſeful Plan 
to the City, and which has been univerſally adopted. 

| « remain, Six, Fu, £22 
„ Your moſt obedient Servant, 


« STEVENS TOTTON. 


* 25th February, 1795; | 
af? ED 6c F S. 


(30) 
te P. S. I was brought up under a Brother-in-Law, who 
was eſteemed one of the moſt ingenious and ingenuous 


Men of his Time in the City of London, and to whom 
] am indebted for all my Knowledge in theſe and other 


Matters, if any ce I have t to boaſt of, and to no 
pne elſe.” 


TO THE GENTLEMEN OF THE COMMITTEE. 


an, 


« Pray excuſe Haſte, and my troubling you with a 
Copy, hereunder, of a Letter I have this morning ſent 
to Mr. Deputy LEEKEV. I remain, Sin, 


6 Your moſt obedient Servant, 
„ STEVENS TOTTON. 
Spital Square, 17th March, 1795. 


$ COPY. 
« TO MR. DEPUTY LEEKEY. 


* gi. 

« did myſelf the Honor to call on you five Times 
yeſterday ; but unfortunately not meeting with you, I 
beg to remind you, that I ſhewed you the Printer's Bill, 
for printing my Hand-Bill, intitled © Reaſons, &c.“ and 
that it appears therein that he printed 500, the 24th No- 
vember, 1768. Theſe were nearly all delivered to many 
concerned in Biſhopſgate Pariſh and Norton Falgate, as 
well as to every one of the Commiſſioners of Sewers, 


and alſo to Mr. HALL, their Clerk, and Mr. Wyartrt, 


their Surveyor, between the 24th and 28th November, 
1768. The ſame 28th, he printed 100 more; and 
after 


(31) 


after that, 1900 more of theſe © Reaſons, &c.“ with 
ſome little Alterations, as freſh Matter aroſe, which 
were moſt of them likewiſe delivered out as before. 
I alſo entreat, Sir, you would remember that I have 
written to you, that I acquired my Knowledge of this 
Matter (barrelling Sewers at Bottom) from my Brother, 
Joan Scorr, who died about 30 Years ago. 

« I claim, therefore, the Merit (if any there is in it) 


of firſt introducing this Plan (in my printed Reaſons, 


&c.”) into the City of London. 
41 remain, with Reſpect, Six, 


6 een moſt obedient Servant, 


* n TOTTON. 
** Spital Square, w_ March, 17 95.“ 


To theſe Letters I never received a Syl- 
lable in Anſwer— Several times I applied, 
at the Office, to Mr. HALL, and the reſt of 
the Gentlemen there, and deſired verbally 
that they would acquaint the Court with my 
Requeſt to have a Copy of the Report; but 
all the Anſwer I could procure from theſe 
Gentlemen was, that the Court had directed 
I ſhould be acquainted, 


They were not in the Habit of en 
«© Copies of their Reports.” 
1 


Win! ec. 8 1 


*; 
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(52) 
I then thought it proper to addreſs myſelf 
to their worthy Officer, Mr. HALL, as fol- 
lows: 


«© 81 R, 
* have again, a third, if not a fourth dhe; to re- 


queſt (through you) the Gentlemen of the Board of - 


Sewers, for a Copy of the Report i in the Aﬀair referred 
to a Committee on my Memorial. | 


© I beg Leave to add, that Compliance with this Re. 


queſt is, or would be, nothing new: For I was not re- 
fuſed the ſame (as I have now been) i in and after No- 
vember 1768, when I firſt communicated my Plan in 
Print, and alſo in Perſon, not only to every then Mem- 
ber of your Board, but alſo to Mr. HALL, and to the 
then Surveyor, Mr. WyatTT, who did not appear to 
have known, or been aware of any ſuch beneficial Plan 
exiſting, as they all then declared, and that it was an 
excellent Scheme, and merited Attention, and expreſſed 
Surpriſe it had not been before thought of, or adopt- 
ed in the City. As to Mr. WyarTrT, often afterwards 
meeting him in the City, I ever ſtopped him, and, Face 
to Face, reprobated his Conduct towards me, in laying 
by, for his own given Time, till he conceived it might 
be forgotten (or not known to new Commiſſioners) 
who was the firſt Propoſer of my Plan, and then taking 
. the Merit to himſelf, as if he had been the firſt Per- 
n 
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who broached the Idea. To which he never vouch- 


ſafed me any Anſwer, but turned from me with a Grin, 
which 8 may all remember was the 
natural Turn of his Countenance, at the ſame time the 


beſt Trait, at leaſt that I know of, in his Character. 
40 1 
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„ have, ſince my Memorial was delivered in, com- 
municated many further Obſervations to the; Gentle- 
men of your Frank or the Committee to whom it was 
referred, by-my Letters to them and Mr. Deputy 
Leekey, /at'whoſe Houſe I attenddd four or five Times 
ia one Day, but was not permitted the Honot of an 
Audience, EE | 5 | 

* I think, Sir, [ have a right to. requeſt, if not in- 


ſiſt, thoſe Letters be produced and read. Therein your 


Gentlemen will find my Knowledge in this Buſineſs 
originated with my late worthy and-valuable Brother- 


in- Law, Mr. Joux SCOTT. (uniyerſally eſteemed in the 
City for his extenſive Knowledge) Years: before this 


Matter came on the Carpet i in the City. 


13 
. 


ee ee Fa Sis, 


„% Your Non b ent Servant, 


dy Srowpot of om «STEVENS TOTTON. 
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F. 8. 1 i I conlideln (aud J de- 
Fo * Gentlemen of the Court may be acquaint- 
ed with it) th t your. reſpeRtable F riend, Mr. Deputy 
LEER EV, is ſtill alive, s he is an old Commiſſioner, 
and the only Perſom Who ean,- cif he pleaſes, give Teſti- 
mony to the Truth of almoſt every Thing I have aſſert- 
ed, which on Oath I could and would readily depoſe— 
So help me Gop. 

Tarts Application has coſt me 3 near Thirty 
Pounds in Printing, and Stationer's Bills; &c.“ 
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And, calling afterwards to know the Re- 
ſult of this Application, I was told, © the Let- 
ter was ordered to lay on the Fable.” = 

So that, i» Fact, I know not whether 
any Report is yet made, nor, if made, when 
made — nor whether any one has ſigned any 
Report concerning this Matter — nor the Pur- 
port of ſuch Report, if any fach there is— 
but am left to Surmiſe and Conjecture, and to 

any Information I can pick up accidentally ; 

and, at the ſame time, entirely at a loſs to con- 

| cCceive what this total Diſregard to my Appli- 
| cation can be owing to. 


— 
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1 5 have therefore humbly to . this 
Honorable Court to take this Matter 
into their Conſideration ; - and if it 
thould be thought I have any Merit 
on this Occafion, in ſuch Caſe to re- 
ward me as fhall ſeem beſt to the 

. Members of this Court. 


- 
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1 remain, GENTLEMEN, 
Your Fellow-Citizen, and 
Moſt obedient Servant, 


STEVENS TOTTON. 


